'The Country Doctor

Doctors 1n Onslow during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries were also known as country doctors

because of the rural nature of their practice. Most of these early doctors did not maintain an office 1n a

town or city and made visits to their patients at their homes. In 1850, the first year the US census
recorded occupations, nine doctors practiced in Onslow County. By 1940 that number had fallen to six,
but a rise 1n nurses and pharmacists meant that overall medical practice had grown. Unlike many
earlier physicians, doctors during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries trained in medical
schools. In spite of this, medical care remained basic and many patients died from disease and infection
that would be cured with vaccines and antibiotics today.
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meetings. At meetings doctors from around the state

shared cases that presented problems or new solutions.



