
African Americans in the Civil War 

I n spite of the great difficulty 
involved in becoming a 

soldier or sailor in the Civil 
War, many black men were 
determined to serve. Most 
served on the Union side, but a 
few chose to join the 
Confederacy. After the January 
1, 1863 Emancipation 
Proclamation and the 
establishment of the Bureau of 
Colored Troops by the Federal 
government in May, 1863, 
black men found their way to 
cities such as New Bern and 
Beaufort that were enlisting and 
organizing primarily black 
units. At least seventeen men 
born in Onslow County served 
in the Union Navy; 
approximately ninety enlisted in 
Union infantry, cavalry and 
artillery units. 

Private Thomas Gibbs of Onslow 
County, was mustered into Union 
service at New Bern, NC. 


