
Onslow County 
Landfill

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE



Recycle Right 
Onslow County 



What’s in your bin?



Reduce Your Single 
Use

❖As a consumer think before  
purchasing. 

❖What products can you use 
to reduce your own waste?

❖Change the habit, save the 
planet!



Why recycle?

▪ Conserves natural resources
▪ Saves energy
▪ Reduces GHG emissions
▪ Decreases pollution
▪ Saves landfill space
▪ Avoids disposal costs
▪ Provides jobs



Single-stream and “Wish-cycling”

▪ Single-stream recycling:  paper, cardboard, 
plastics, metals are mixed

▪ Wish-cycling: putting something in your 
recycling bin without knowing if it belongs 
there and hoping it gets recycled

▪ WHEN IN DOUBT THROW IT OUT!



Contamination

❖ Wrong materials are 
put into the system

❖ Right materials 
prepared the wrong 
way



Contaminants

❖What are 
contaminants?

❖How do 
contaminants affect 
the recycling stream?

❖What can we do to 
help?



Common Examples of Contamination
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Hoses and Wires Medical Waste Clothing

Food Waste Plastic Bags

These are the most 
common examples of 
residue from Curbside 
Recycling programs.



Equipment Issues

10

Bags, hoses, metal 
wiring get caught in 
almost every part of 
the recycling process.



Safety Issues



Sonoco Statistics
• Average Downtime Per Month: 

275.77min = 4.6 hrs

• Due to large objects, needles, 
hazardous waste, dead animals, 
jams from large pieces of metal 
getting stuck in machines, etc. 

• Clean up 30-45 min every night 
cutting bags, plastics, cords, hoses, 
rope, etc. out of all machines

• Average Contamination is 18-20%

• Process 2,500 tons per month in 
facility

• Receive 4,000 tons per month of 
OCC loose, Single Stream, Sorted 
Containers

• Service 12 local Walmarts and 50 
local stores

• Military Bases bring in 6-7 hundred 
tons  per month of clean baled OCC
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Recycling Basics
§ Plastic bottles, tubs, jugs, 

& jars

§ Metal cans

§ Glass bottles & jars

§ Paper, cartons, & 
cardboard







Bring your Hazardous Waste 
to our October 12, 2019 HHW 
event from 9am-2pm.

























Questions?


