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County

building
dedicated

Saturday, September 1, 1979

~ Assistant City Editor

Lawyers and political leaders from
across eastern North Carolina gathered
for the dedication of the new E.W. Sum-
mersill District Court and Administra-
tion Building in downtown Jacksonville
on Friday.

But the ceremony offered more than
a time for christening a new building. It
was a day for honoring a man known to
many simply as “Mr. Ed.”

For 50 years, Edward White Sum-

mersill was the backbone of the legal
profession in Onslow County. He was
called “the dean of Onslow County’s
lawyers.”
- “Mr. Ed was the pillar of Jackson—
ville, Onslow County and the court
system as far back as I can
remember,” said Ormond Barbee,
Onslow County’s elder statesman and
chairman of the board of commis-
sioners.

Barbee told the crowd of more than
150 that, even as a young boy, he
respected Summersill.

The county commissioners voted in
October 1978 to name the county’s $1.5
million office building and courthouse
in honor of Summersill.

The principal speaker for the dedica-
tion — U.S. District Judge John Larkin
— recalled his experiences with Sum-
mersill, including his own early years
as a lawyer.

Summersill helped him set up his
first law office in a mule stable in Tren-
ton, Larkin said.

Among those in attendence for the
dedication were Summersill’s wife,
Alice; his daughter, Mary Beth 4 i e
Markham of Durham; and his son, Ed- i
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