Pandemic, Plague, and Panic

Onslow County experienced several epidemic 1llnesses, sicknesses which affected large segments of the
population. Fevers such as malaria and yellow fever, brought by mosquitos, and viral illnesses such as
small pox and the flu, could quickly spread among people to wreak havoc in the community. Due to
fear of spreading disease and also a lack of knowledge about how these diseases were carried led
hysteria and also regulations from the county government. The first instance of quarantine by the
county government 1s 1n 1802, when Lemuel Hatch was directed to use his home as the pest house for
the inoculation of smallpox. Later illnesses, such as the flu pandemic of 1918 also brought an increase
in the role of local government 1n public health.
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