Child Birth

Children born to Onslow’s earliest settlers were delivered at home, usually without the attendance of
a doctor. Midwives often helped birth children, though Onslow’s earliest women would have likely
have had the support of only other female family members. During the nineteenth century midwives
delivered many of Onslow’s children and their profession was listed in the US census, however a
decline 1n this practice was also occurring. As more doctors specialized 1n obstetrics, a field
concentrated on pregnancy and childbirth, the role of the midwife shrank and more children were
born under the care of male doctors, though still at home. By the middle of the twentieth century,
child birth happened almost exclusively in the hospital. The 1980s and 1990s saw a re-growth 1n
nurse midwifery with increased regulation and licensing for practicing midwives.
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