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Early stores in Onslow County centered
around large farms or population centers like (|77

Swansboro, Richlands, or Jacksonville. Often

Wilmington Journal, August, 1848

shop keepers would advertise goods people

New and Rare Inducements.—Richland, Onslow
* ° (onnly.

m h d h Im h HE subseribers respeectfully inform the inhabitants of |

]g t n Ot pro uce at O e’ Suc dS Win e’ T Omnslow, their customers zud friends, that they have |

opened a store at Richlands, where may be had the cheapest

ﬂ th d d Th gnd best aelected st.oclfl of ancy and St.lz:ple Pry GoXiis that

as ever been imported in this or any other place so, an

Suga r’ Our’ or O cr ry goo S. S elegant wortmex?:of READY-MADE CLOTHING, of the

' latest fashions and superior workmanship. BOOTS, SHOES,

HATS and CAPS of all qualities and prices; together with

] ] ] d ] h ] h a large stock of HARDWARE & GROCERIES, FLOUR,
gen €ra Stores dlSO Carric C Ot ]ng’ S Oes’ CHEESE, COFFEE, SUGAR, &c., with a variety of other
articles in this line. which they offer at Wilmington whole-

h d d h o ] . h sale prioes;nS un Cotton of all Nos. In falc)t, ;verz a:tiﬁle
m m that is usually kept in a country store, may be found at this

ardwad re’ an Ot er ]te S Peop c ]g t n Ot establishment. ’ﬁney respectfully call the attention of their

friends to their stock, and solicit their examination of the
same before purchasing elsewhere, as they feel confident that

be ab] e to N lake at h ome they can offer better bargains than have ever before been of-
° fered in this market. Come and try, and you will be con-
vineed that the cheapest store in this State, is that of
STERN & BROTHER.

Richlands, Onslow Co., January, 1852. 19-3mw
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Wilmington Journal, January, 1852

Local grist mills also provided food

products, grinding the corn and wheat grown in Onslow into meal and
flour. Unlike today, mills might accept a portion of the ground grain as
payment instead of money. Butchers also ran specialty food stores, which

sold already butchered meat or would process meat brought by patrons.
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food service. found through census records, which tell us when and

Grant’s Oyster House, which opened in 1939, provides where these stores operated and who worked in them.

access to seafood for residents and visitors to Onslow This butcher processed meat in Swansboro in 1920.

Stores that focused solely on food products grew as transportation and
refrigeration technologies advanced, which began to replace general
stores’ produce and food sections. In Onslow County, by the early
twentieth century grocery stores such as Brothers Grocery and the
Piggly Wiggly opened, providing more large scale grocery shopping.
Modern supermarkets provide many with their daily food needs. Like
early general stores, many supermarkets carry other dry goods such as

batteries, cosmetics, medicine, flowers, and household cleaning products.

Even early drugstores might provide a
B market for food and drink.

=1 2 Norwoods Drugstore in Richlands
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sold fruit, soda, and other items.
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Today many modern drugstores
— have entire

food sections,

which carry

A1 manner of Historically roadside farm stands and

oms markets provided locally produced

: : fresh food, examples of which can still
including

£ ozen foods be found around the county today.



