
Slavery in  Early Onslow  

T ransactions involving slaves occurred as early as 
1730 in colonial Onslow. Although not as 

significant in number as in the Lower Cape Fear, Onslow 
still counted blacks as thirty-six percent of the taxable 
population by 1754. Post American Revolution and up to 
the Civil War, the percentage of slaves ranged from thirty
-two to forty percent with the number of free blacks 
never exceeding two percent of the population. The 
typical white Onslow citizen was not a slave holder. A 
major percentage of slaves were owned by a few large 
landowners engaged in either agriculture or 
manufacturing, such as cotton planter David W. Sanders, 
who owned 188 slaves in 1860. The lot of the slave was 
miserable, particularly for those working in agriculture, 
which required long hours in any kind of weather and 
varying degrees of “discipline” meted out by overseers 
and owners. Some slave owners provided moderately 
acceptable housing such as Sanders, who had thirty-two 
cabins for his slaves, while others such as Owen Huggins 
of Half Moon, provided only four cabins for his more 
than one hundred slaves. 
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